
 

 

 

CITY OF VERGENNES, VERMONT 

REGULAR MEETING of the CITY COUNCIL 

October 26, 2021  

Meeting Held In-Person & via Zoom  

 

 

• Mayor Mathew Chabot  

• Alderman Dickie Austin   

• Alderman Mel Hawley   

• Alderwoman Susan Rakowski  

• Alderwomen Jill Murray-Killon 

• Alderman David Austin 

• City Manager Ron Redmond  

• City Clerk Britney Aube  

• City Treasurer Angela Bolduc 

• Joe Seagle (VTrans)  

• Jennie Auster  

• Mike Winslow (ACRP) 

 

  

1. Microphone Check.  

2. Call to Order, Amendments to Agenda (Time stamp 1:04)  

Mayor Mathew Chabot called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m., noting that Alderman Ian 

Huizenga was absent. There were no amendments to the agenda. Manager Ron Redmond noted 

that that the draft amendments to Personnel Policy included in the agenda packet was not on the 

agenda and were included only for information purposes and would be formally reviewed at a 

futurelater meeting.  

 

3. Visitors (Time stamp 2:00)  

  None.  

 

4. Approval of Minutes and Warrants. Minutes (10/12/21), Warrants: (10/26/21) (Time stamp 

2:02) 

A motion was made by Alderman Dickie Austin, seconded by Alderwoman Susan Rakowski, to 

approve the October 26, 2021, FY 2021, and FY 2022 warrants. VOTE- All members voted in-

favor.  

 

A motion was made by Alderman Dickie Austin, seconded by Alderwoman Susan Rakowski, to 

approve the October 12, 2021, City Council minutes as presented. Alderman Mel Hawley noted 

that an adjournment time should be added at the end of the minutes. VOTE- all members voted 

in-favor.  

 

1. Business:  

a. Vergennes Economic Corridor Update.  Mike Winslow, Addison County Regional 

Planning Commission (Time Stamp 3:26) 

Mike Winslow from Addison County Regional Planning Commission, and Joe Seagle, the 

Director of Policy, Planning, and Research for VTrans provided an update on the 

Vergennes Planning and Environmental Linkage Study for the Economic Corridor. Mr. 

Seagle noted that VTrans was managing the project and engaging Vergennes and the 

surrounding six towns in the study discussions. Mr. Seagle discussed how the study would 

proceed, noting that they are emphasizing stakeholder input, but also reviewing possible 

land use implications. Mr. Seagle explained that when you construct a road through land 

that was previously open, it can lead to interest in additional development. It is important 



 

 

to consider the impact of potential new development on the existing Vergennes 

Downtown, the environment, and the people. Equity is an important factor to consider 

moving forward.  Mr. Seagle explained that the study is considering all options, and then 

will move forward with just a couple of possible options to explore in more detail. Mr. 

Seagle explained that means relooking all the alternatives, which may seem like a step 

back, but is necessary for the federal funding for the environmental permitting. 

 

Alderman Mel Hawley disclosed that under the current conceptual routelocation proposal, 

he has a conflict of interest, because the alignment passes through his property. Alderman 

Hawley also disclosed that he is the Chair Secretary/Treasurer of the Prospect Cemetery 

AssociationCommission and the conceptual route runs through that property as well. 

Alderman Mel Hawley explained that the residentspeople in of the mobile home park, 

particularly those on Third Street, should be contacted as stakeholders. Alderman David 

Austin reiterated that he would like to see Route 17 be explored as an option.  Mike 

Winslow reminded the Council that there would be a public hearing on November 4th at 

the Vergennes Opera House. Mike Winslow explained that Vergennespel.com is also a 

website where information and updates are posted.  

 

b. Funding Update: Wastewater Treatment Facility Upgrade (Time Stamp 27:03)   

Manager Ron Redmond and Project Manager Jennie Auster of Hoyle Tanner & Associates 

reviewed the existing and potential funding for the three-part sewer upgrade project.  The 

three improvements projects are broken down as follows: 1. Macdonough Drive Pump 

Station Upgrade and redundant force main under Otter Creek; 2. Collection 

System/Stormwater Control Plan; 3. Wastewater Treatment Facility Upgrade. Jennie 

Auster explained that some funding can only exclusively be used on one type of project. 

Even with funding from Congressionally Directed Spending, VT ARPA, ACOE, Lake 

Champlain environmental Assistance Program, CWSRF Pollution Control Grant, and 

USDA Rural Development, the total cost of the improvements is estimated in the $13.75- 

20.25 million. Manager Ron Redmond noted that some funding will require that the City 

to hold a bond vote in March of 2022. Alderman Mel Hawley noted there would be a 

significantce in rate increases that would be needed to cover a bond of 20 million dollars. 

Manager Ron Redmond explained that there would be an update regarding the sewer 

upgrades at every council meeting moving forward so that the Council can process the 

information incrementally.  

 

c. Review of City Capital Improvement Projects, prepared by city staff.  

City Manager Ron Redmond reviewed the capital improvement project list, highlighting 

the public works garage roof and lentocarport, an air exchange unit, City Hall roof, Falls 

Park dock decommissioning, salt shed, Wayfinding Signage Program, and more. City 

Manager Ron Redmond explained that the purpose of the list is to track projects, address 

priorities, and identify funding. Alderman Mel Hawley recommended contacting Green 

Mountain Power to access the Green Mountain Cooperative Agreement Fund account, 

which was specifically created for basin- related projects.  The fund could possibly be 

used for both the dock decommissioning and the Way Ffinding Signage Project.  Manager 

Ron Redmond questioned whether the City had a Purchasing Policy. Alderman Mel 

Hawley clarified that the City does not have a purchasing policy, but some grants have 

specified estimate bid requirements that are followed during the RFP process.  

 

 

 



 

 

d. Presentation: Vergennes’ ARPA Funds (1:16:52).  

Manager Ron Redmond noted that the ARPA funds are being distributed in two phases, 

the first phase of money has already been received by the City, the second phase will be 

received in 2022. Vergennes has $386,062.66 already in-hand; the second identical 

amount will be received in 2022.  City Manager Redmond explained that the ARPA 

money has to be obligated by December 1, 2024 and spent by December 31, 2026.  ARPA 

funds can be spent on the following seven categories: 1. Public health, 2. Negative 

economic impacts, 3. Services disproportionately impacted by communities, 4. Premium 

Pay, 5. Infrastructure (sewer, water, broadband), 6.  Revenue replacement, 7. 

Administrative. City Manager Ron Redmond noted that there are 66 expenditure 

subcategories that fall under the seven main categories.  

 

 

e. Request for Authorization to spend $57,115.00 from the Water Tower Fund to repair 

the Vergennes Public Works facility roof, located at 8 Mechanic Street * 

Public Works Supervisor, Jim Larrow explained that the Public Works garage roof had an 

extreme leaking issue and needed replacement. Mr. Larrow noted that he requested bids 

from three companies but only received one response, which was from AC Hawthorne. 

Mr. Larrow also explained that the carport connected to the garage was also leaking but 

was not considered a priority. He estimated that the Public Works building, which is a 

steel building, has 15-20 years left in its useful life. The life expectancy of the proposed 

roof was around the same 15–20-year life span. Mr. Larrow also explained that the steel 

building was showing signs of rusting and deterioration.  

 

A motion was made by Alderman David Austin, seconded by Alderman Dickie Austin to 

authorize the spending of $57,115.00 from the Water Tower Fund to repair the Vergennes 

Public Works facility roof, located at 8 Mechanic Street. 

 

Alderwoman Jill Murray-Killon questioned whether the lento carport roof should also be 

replaced at the same time and questioned whether the garage should undergo a safety 

inspection to ensure that it is safe for occupants. Alderman Mel Hawley agreed that it 

would make sense to replace the entire roof, including theat carport section. Alderman 

Dickie Austin noted that he would defer to Jim Larrow when it comes to safety of the 

structure, stating that the roof replacement is needed regardless. There was a lengthy 

discussion regarding the structural integrity of the building. Alderwoman Susan Rakowski 

questioned how much money was available in the Water Tower Fund. Alderman Mel 

Hawley explained that there was approximately $250,000 available.  

 

The motion was amended by Alderman David Austin, seconded by Alderman Dickie 

Austin, to approve the spending of $82,245 from the Water Tower Fund for the repair of 

the Vergennes Public Works garage roof, including the carport. VOTE - 5 -in-favor; 1 

opposed (Alderwoman Jill Murray-Killon).  

 

6. City Manager’s Report (Time Stamp 2:00:20) 

City Manager Ron Redmond explained that the IACP police department staffing studyreview was 

underway, and progress was being made. Manager Redmond also noted that a redlined Personnel 

Policy had been included in the packet to be discussed at a futurelater meeting. The revisions are 

recommendations from the legal firm of Paul Frank and& Collins. City Clerk Britney Aube 

reminded the Council of the legislative redistricting meeting for the BCA meaning will be held on 

November 1st at 5:30 p.m.  

 



 

 

7. Mayor’s Report (Time Stamp 2:05:10)  

 Mayor Mathew Chabot made a proclamation for Extra Mile Day:  

 

WHEREAS, Vergennes, Vermont is a community which acknowledges that a special vibrancy 

exists within the entire community when its individual citizens collectively “go the extra mile” in 

personal effort, volunteerism, and service; and 

  

WHEREAS, Vergennes, Vermont is a community which encourages its citizens to maximize 

their personal contribution to the community by giving of themselves wholeheartedly and with 

total effort, commitment, and conviction to their individual ambitions, family, friends, and 

community; and 

  

WHEREAS, Vergennes, Vermont is a community which chooses to shine a light on and celebrate 

individuals and organizations within its community who “go the extra mile” in order to make a 

difference and lift up fellow members of their community; and 

  

WHEREAS, Vergennes, Vermont acknowledges the mission of Extra Mile America to create 500 

Extra Mile cities in America and is proud to support “Extra Mile Day” on November 1, 2021. 

  

NOW THEREFORE, I, Mayor of Vergennes Vermont, do hereby proclaim November 1, 2021, to 

be Extra Mile Day. I urge each individual in the community to take time on this day to not only 

“go the extra mile” in his or her own life, but to also acknowledge all those who are inspirational 

in their efforts and commitment to make their organizations, families, community, country, or 

world a better place. 

 

8. Adjournment 

A motion was made by Alderman Dickie Austin, Seconded by Alderwoman Jill Murray-Killon to 

adjourn the meeting. VOTE – all members voted in favor.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:34 P.M.  

 

Minutes respectfully submitted by:  

Britney Aube  

Vergennes City Clerk 



 

 

 


